
TOWN OF HAMILTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

APRIL 2, 2012 
 

 The Board of Selectmen met at Hamilton Town Hall at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, April 2, 2012 with Marc Johnson, Jeff Stinson and Jeff Hubbard present. 
Town Manager Michael Lombardo, Town Clerk Jane Wetson, Fire Chief Phil 
Stevens, Community Preservation Committee Chair Tom Catalano also present. 
 
Call to order 
 
Vice Chair Marc Johnson called the meeting to order.  
 
Accept minutes (March 5th Regular and Executive Session, March 12th, March 
19th and March 27th Regular and Executive Session, 2012) 
 
Marc Johnson entertained a motion to accept the executive session minutes for 
March 5, 2012. Jeff Stinson so moved. Jeff Hubbard seconded motion. VOTE: 
Unanimous. 
 
Johnson entertained a motion to accept the regular session minutes for March 12, 
2012. Stinson so moved. Hubbard seconded motion. VOTE: Unanimous. 
 
Johnson entertained a motion to accept the regular session minutes for March 19, 
2012. Stinson so moved. Hubbard seconded motion. VOTE: Unanimous. 
 
Selectmen will vote on March 5, 2012 regular session minutes when they are 
available and on March 27, 2012 regular and executive session minutes when a 
quorum of Board members who attended that meeting is present.  
 
Town Manager’s report 
 
Town Manager Michael Lombardo noted that the new trash program begins this 
week, a blue bag week, and that when black barrels are put out they need to be 
placed at the curb for the trash removal truck to access.  
 
Chairman/Selectmen reports 
 
In response to Hubbard, Lombardo will ensure up-to-date seasonal banners 
downtown are installed. Hubbard mentioned that it has been established 
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through research with the Community Preservation Committee and state that 
Community Preservation Act funds could not be used to purchase gas lanterns 
or trees to beautify the downtown. So focus is now on possibility of using a 
portion of Meals Tax revenue of $75,000 for this purpose. 
 
Stinson stated that search for new Superintendent of Schools is going well with 
11 candidates identified from 33 applicants to be interviewed and that interview 
process should be completed tomorrow.  
 
Swear in new Firefighters (2) and Lieutenants (2)  
 
Town Clerk Jane Wetson conducted swearing in ceremony for Firefighters 
Robert Wallace and Ryan Goodwin as well as Lieutenants David Dolan and 
Andrew Ellison who were all introduced by Fire Chief Phil Stevens. 
 
Public Comment (3 minutes on topics not already on agenda) 
 
Josh Schatzman, 166 Lake Drive, spoke on behalf of Lake Drive residents about 
the Town’s intention to sell Town-owned parcel Lot 6 on Assessor’s map 54, 
commonly known of as “The Wall” (since it contains concrete steps). This parcel 
is one of a number of excess Town-owned parcels that Town Meeting voted to 
sell in 2006. The neighborhood residents are interested in preserving the parcel 
under Town ownership since it provides public access to Pleasant Pond.  
 
In response to the residents who requested the Town not accept bids that are 
coming in on the property, Johnson said the Town would comply with Mass. 
General Laws and complete the bid process by the April 6 due date without 
interference. He acknowledged the neighborhood concern about the future status 
of the property. 
 
Discussion about the 2006 Annual Town Meeting vote that gave Selectmen 
authority to sell Town-owned parcels approved at ATM. Johnson mentioned that 
Board could decide not to accept bids on the Lot 6 property and recommend this 
parcel not be slated for sale when an ATM warrant article on the matter is 
addressed by voters this May. Hubbard noted that Selectmen had deliberated on 
what action the Town should take on this property relative to the public use.  
 
Schatzman questioned the process the Town used to notify immediate abutters 
of the potential land sale. Paul Stevens, 93 Perkins Avenue, noted that many 
users of the pond are not necessarily abutters.  
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As a result of resident concern, Lombardo initiated discussion about how Town 
officials could become aware of neighborhood groups to facilitate 
communication in future similar situations. 
 
Accept resignation of Dorothy Stookey from Zoning Board of Appeals  
 
Selectmen acknowledged that Dorothy Stookey is resigning from Zoning Board 
of Appeals since she is moving out of Town after many years of service on 
Hamilton boards. The Board agreed to have a thank you letter sent to Stookey for 
her contribution to Hamilton. 
 
Accept resignation of Lindle Willnow from Recreation Committee 
 
Selectmen acknowledged that Lindle Willnow is resigning from Recreation 
Committee after serving for many years. The Board agreed to have a thank you 
letter sent to Willnow for his contribution. 
 
Appoint Walter Leszczynski to Board of Registrars until February 2015 
 
At the Town Clerk’s recommendation, Johnson entertained a motion to appoint 
Walter Leszczynski to the Board of Registrars until February 2015. Stinson so 
moved. Hubbard seconded motion. VOTE: Unanimous. 
 
Sign Discharge of Septic Loan 24 Sagamore Street 
 
Lombardo explained that Town had been participating in a loan program since 
1996 funded by Department of Environmental Protection state grant for low 
income families who had failed septic systems to comply with Title 5 
requirements. Hamilton had $91,116 in funding for five residential loans where 
money was kept in a revolving fund. There are two outstanding loans totally 
$18,981.25 in the original principal.  
 
The Town has $80,000 available for these low-interest loans for replacing failed 
septic systems. The Board of Health under the auspices of Health Agent Leslie 
Whelan is trying to get renewed interest in the program. 
 
Lombardo will research and update the Board if the loans are betterments to fix 
failed septic systems, what is the timeframe when they have to be used and if 
loan recipients have to pay back Hamilton in a certain period of time.  
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Johnson entertained a motion to accept the discharge of the septic loan for 24 
Sagamore Street as described in the documents provided to the Board and by 
Town Manager Michael Lombardo. Stinson so moved. Hubbard seconded 
motion. VOTE: Unanimous. 
 
Lombardo suggested that as the Board of Health gets the program active again, it 
could develop an information sheet on the program and attend a Selectmen’s 
meeting to make a presentation. 
  
Request for Plant Sale and Banner in front of The Meeting House 
 
Johnson entertained a motion to allow the Hamilton Wenham Garden Club to 
hang a banner at The Meeting House site on Bay Road from May 13 to May 19, 
and to set up plant sale materials on May 18 and conduct the plant sale on May 
19 from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m. with clean up afterwards Stinson so moved. 
Hubbard seconded motion. VOTE: Unanimous. 
 
Sign Cemetery Deeds 1080, 1081 and 1082 
 
Selectmen signed cemetery deeds. 
 
Discover Hamilton Trail Easement 
 
Lombardo updated Board on process Town is undertaking with Essex County 
Trails Association on easement on a parcel of land that will help Town connect 
the Discover Hamilton Trail. The Town does not own the land but in order for 
Community Preservation Act funds to be used for trail maintenance the 
easement needs to be held by the Town of Hamilton. 
 
Discussion was on easement agreement and public access to the trail. Lombardo 
referred to a clause in the trail easement that provides for broad public access 
relative to the management and public use. The clause states that ECTA will 
have right and sole discretion to restrict or limit use of an access to the trail. The 
Town is trying to set up a meeting with Alex Van Alen from ECTA and a 
Selectmen to finalize the easement for Board review. There is a placeholder on 
the ATM warrant. 
 
Lombardo thought the ability to restrict use by the ECTA would give them broad 
power over the trail. He asked if the Board wanted this modified to be based on 
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maintenance or if there should be a conversation with the Town when ECTA 
needs to close the trail for any length of time. 
 
Stinson mentioned that the Town gave ECTA $25,000 of CPA funds to get the 
easement paperwork completed, pay for signage and promotion maps, and 
thought the Town should have the ultimate say over the use of the land.  
 
Hubbard suggested ECTA could present information to the Board about the 
scope of trail work it does annually since it spends a lot of money to put 
easements together and does a large percentage of maintenance of trails 
including on the Donovan land owned by Hamilton. It was noted that ECTA 
contributed $10,000 towards the purchase of the Donovan land.   
 
Also, that ECTA agrees there is a declining equestrian population using the trails 
and that mountain bikers are co-existing users. Hubbard mentioned that three 
groups have agreed to easement including the reluctant landowner and it could 
be voted on at ATM.  
 
Lombardo reiterated that he is still waiting for a formal response from ECTA on 
changes to the draft easement. Hubbard said Van Alen from ECTA was only 
recently notified of language changes. He mentioned that ECTA is installing trail 
signage as well as bridges so the trail will be usable rather than have to be shut 
down when muddy conditions occur.  
 
Johnson said the fact it is the Discover Hamilton Trail and the Town has an 
easement suggests it should be accessible by the public and agreed that it would 
have to be shut down at certain times for maintenance. Also, if Town Counsel is 
comfortable with easement document and ECTA can manage the trail in a 
responsive way, the trail should not be shut down arbitrarily for any length of 
time. This could involve a discussion about intent that should be reflected in the 
document. 
 
Stinson described previous discussions he had with Van Alen and CPA 
Coordinator Christine Berry about the Discover Hamilton Trail being a 
coexistent effort between ECTA and the Town of Hamilton. Johnson said parts of 
the Discover Hamilton trail are on private land and the easements have been 
negotiated by ECTA.   
 
Discussion ensued about public interest to open the trail up to bikers and hikers 
as well as equestrians and easements should reflect how Town is going to use the 
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trails in the future. Lombardo suggested if the trail was going to be closed for 
any extended period of time that there should be notification and ability to 
comment. He said CPA funds were allotted to ensure public access and use.  
 
Johnson mentioned that residents have historically shut down a section of a trail 
and opened it up elsewhere. If the property changes hands then the trail may not 
be opened up again. Also, that the particular landowner pushing back on 
easement language, not ECTA, could change as well.  
 
Discussion about easement language being as strong as possible to protect the 
Town’s interest and benefit for public access to the trail and that the Town is the 
fourth party that has to reach consensus in this easement agreement. Lombardo 
said assurances could be included and he would discuss conditions with Van 
Alen of ECTA. 
 
Community Preservation Committee Chair Tom Catalano noted support from 
the CPC to move the easement ahead and said that the Committee shared the 
Board’s concern about the potential for undue portions of the trail to be closed. 
He had reviewed the draft easement language and said the CPC’s hope is that as 
much of the trail as possible could have an active recreational use. He suggested 
that ECTA should communicate with the Town when Hamilton’s interest is 
impacted. 
 
Discussion about spirit of what the Town wants for the Discover Hamilton Trail. 
Lombardo will bring back easement document for Board review next week. 
 
BOS goals 
 
The Board will review its list of goals at the next Selectmen’s meeting. 
 
Other business 
 
Next BOS meeting is April 9, 2012. Johnson entertained a motion for the Board to 
adjourn at 8:02 p.m. Stinson so moved. Hubbard seconded motion. VOTE: 
Unanimous.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Jane Dooley, Minutes Secretary 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
                                    Clerk 


